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Pathological Changes of Spinal Cord after Compression in the Rat Zheng Qingbo, Shi Qi, J iang Liben.
Zhongshan H ospital, Shanghai M edical University (200032)

Abstract Objective T o study pathological changes of spinal cord after compression. Methods Ex-
tradural spinal cord compression model was induced in Wistar rats by percutaneous inoculation of W alker 256
carcinoma cell suspension (10° cells per rat) anterior to T i vertebral body. When paraplegia was occurred
about 16 days after tumor inoculation, the bolck of compressed spinal cord was taken out for the examination
with transmission eleciron microscope. Results T he enlarged interstitial space, degenerated myelin sheath,
and extravasated blood cells were found in white matter of the compressed spinal cord. Conclusion Edema in
compressed spinal cord plays an important role in the occurrence of neural dysfunction-
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