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ABSTRACT

In recent years, the study of autophagy in spinal cord injury (SCI) gradually becomes the hot spot. However, the

function of autophagy in the injured spinal cord is still controversial. In order to further understand the role of autophagy after

SCI, we summarized the activation of autophagy,autophagic cell death,the relationship between autophagy and apoptosis, the

function of autophagy in promoting the molecular metabolism and the role of autophagy after spinal cord injury. We concluded

that the role of autophagy after SCI is a double-edged sword. Upregulating the level of autophagy appropriately can promote

damaged proteins metabolism and inhibit apoptosis, However, excessive activation of antophagy may induce autophagic cell

dealth. So we consider that the proper regulation of autophagy will be a new target in the treatment of SCI.
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