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Polyarticular tuberculous synovitis in children: a report of 7 cases LI/ Yong, LI U Xing-yan, ZHEN Ping,
GA O Qiwming, TIAN Nai-yi, HUANG Guang hai. The Department of Orthopaedics, the Eleventh Hospi-
tal of PLA (Xinjiang Yining, 835000, China)

Abstract Objective: To probe into the mechanism, clinical manifestation and treatment of polyarticular tu
berculous synovitis in children. Methods: Seven patients ( 3 patients diagnosed as tuberculous joint fluid by
PCR, 4 patients confirmed by postoperative biopsy) with polyarticular tuberculous synovitis in children were
retrospected. All joints involved, either original or succeeding, were major of low er extremity. These patients
were even treated with 12 to 18 mouth of chemotherapy. Results: All the patients w ere follow ed up for 2 years
or more. Of them, eventually bassessed by joint funtion, 3 patients were excellent, 3 patients w ere sat isfactory
and 1 patients w as mederate. Condusion: The polyarticular tuberculous synovitis is rarely confronted with. Be-
ing short of typical characteristics of clinic and radiograph, it is easily to be misdiagnose or missed diagnosis. As
for early treatment, conservative chemotherapy is recommended. Shady patients history put up diagnosed by
PCR of joint secretion or confirmed by postoperative biopsy for early. Surgery can be indicated and performed if
there are osteonecrosis or mixed infection.
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