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Repair of firearm injuries of extremities by I- stage external fixation with bone graft and local irrigation
L1U Rugjun, CHENG Jiangao, CHEN Yimin, et al. Department of Orthopaedics, The 146th Haspital of
the PLA ( Shandong Linyi, 276001, China)

[ Abstractl Objective To evaluate t he results of I-stage external fixation with bone graft and local irrr
gation for firearm injuries of extremities Methods 17 cases of fresh firearm injuries of extremities with com-
minuted fracture and bone defects were treated with early debridement, autogenous iliac bone grafting, external
fixation and local irrigation of antibiolics. Results T he 16 cases w ere follow ed up for 7~ 24 months postoper
atively. Callus formation was seen in the 6~ 8th weeks. Union of transplanted bone with the host bone oc
curred in 8th months averagely. Nonunion was not seen. Conclusion It is emphatically pointed out that the
external fixation has its unique advantages in the treatment of firearm injuries of extremities with comminuted
fracture and bone defects. The method of I-stage external fixation with bone graft and local irrigation would
eventually become the method of priority for the treatment of firearm injuries of extremities with comminuted
fracture and bone defects.
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